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        Though too young to remember our baptism, yet as a babe, unknown to us, it is the very 

beginning of our Christian faith life.  We are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit!  Our rebirth by water and the Holy Spirit is our baptismal identity as adopted children 

of God!  May we always remain a sweet-smelling fragrance pleasing to God!  The first reading is 

like a wave of incense drawing us to God who is rich in forgiving. It is not merely empty words, 

but a true reflection of our great God who assures us that with joy we will draw water from the 

wells of salvation.  The basin of water will give way to wells of living water. 

        As we become more aware of our identity marked with the seal of the Holy Spirt, we are to 

live out what he has commanded us to do in keeping his commandments.  By this, we are doing 

his will as we recite daily in the ‘Our Father’, “your will be done on earth as in heaven”!  Now is a 

favourable time to recall our baptism and so to grasp rightly by whose font we were baptized, by 

whose Spirit we were reborn and by whose blood we have been redeemed! 



        The actual baptism scene is ignited in the Gospel. A voice came from heaven, ‘You are my 

Son, the Beloved, my favour rests on you.’  Our baptism scene recalls the ‘anointing’ of Christ. 

That is why Baptism is also called Christening while all present are witnesses.  Pope Francis 

reminds us that baptism “is the door that permits Christ the Lord to make his dwelling in us and 

allows us to immerse ourselves in his mystery.” As a member of his body, we are called to fulfil 

the threefold role of priest, prophet and king.  And if our baptismal promises are sealed in total 

obedience, then we have passed the test and have found favour with God! 

Although baptism occurs only once in a Christian’s life, “it illuminates our entire life, guiding our 

steps until (we reach) the heavenly Jerusalem.” Pope Francis 
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