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Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Mary, the ark of God’s covenant 
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          Today’s Gospel reading is one story which many of us have become most acquainted with, 

having heard of it repeatedly during the Advent season and Christmas masses. We are even able 

to effortlessly re-enact this event in our minds as we seek to hold the said momentous event in 

deep reverence. 

          In this reading, we learn about Mary's life briefly, the fear in her heart, the hesitation and 

curiosity in her mind, and finally, her submission to God’s Will. This reading is not just about the 

birth of a baby from a pure and spotless virgin more than two millenniums ago. It is about a young 

woman concerned about a fateful decision which could bring about rejection by her own family, 

her betrothed (Joseph) and the community she resides in. She was no doubt hesitant then and 

had questions about the path she was about to take. 

          As we attempt to relate to this story, we are often confronted with the notion that it is 

improper to question God as He knows what is best for us. However, just like Mary, who had a 



question for Gabriel, we should be mindful that asking questions is a natural reaction when we 

encounter an unexpected circumstance.   

          Questions allow us to grow and learn. They are like seeds that “germinate” our minds and 

hearts about our own revered Catholic faith. Faith-related questions and the search for their 

answers contribute to the deepening of our faith, even if the questions themselves remain 

unanswered. In fact, Mary's fated question arose from faith, not doubt.  

          As humans, we often have questions about God’s Will for a variety of reasons. We may be 

enduring a personal tragedy and wonder as to why God allowed it to happen. Or, where earthly 

matters are concerned, we could be struggling when we seek to address some failure in work or 

life, and whether we should have trusted own positive thinking/determination instead of God.   

          As we relent to the very fact that the human aspect of our faith is imperfect, we also need 

to humbly admit that we will never have all the answers nor understand God’s plan for us. Even 

Jonah could not understand God’s Mercy for the Assyrians who had tormented the Jews then. 

          Questioning does not lead us to doubt, but rather, it draws us in a passionate quest for the 

Truth. When Mary asked Gabriel, “How can this be…?”, she did not doubt but merely desired a 

better understanding. Throughout her life thereafter, God continued to bless Mary with guidance 

and wisdom as she journeyed with and in Christ. 
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