
SUNDAY REFLECTION 

Second Sunday of Advent 

GOOD NEWS! WE ARE CALLED TO BE FORERUNNERS TO 
PREPARE THE WAY FOR CHRIST SECOND COMING. 
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          The First Reading speaks about the prologue of the Second Isaiah and it takes the good news 

that the Babylonian Exile is at the end and God leads the way for the Israelites to return to 

Jerusalem.  Hence, if we look into the actual context about the return from the Babylonian exile, 

we see the expression of God’s comfort and salvation. The Gospel today speaks about the 

preaching of John the Baptist – a forerunner and last prophet of the New Testament, who 

prepares the way. He is shown in the gospel as the one who points to Jesus. The “voice” that 

cried out is fulfilled in the gospel through Jesus the Lord as the “coming one". 



          As baptized and confirmed Catholics, each of us are called to be a forerunner in his or her 

own way. To be a forerunner means that we have to prepare ourselves as well as others to bring 

the good news of Christ. Hence, some of us may shy away from this responsibility because of 

several reasons like being afraid of what others might think of us when we undertake this 

responsibility or perhaps we may feel unworthy as we are sinners. However, to be a forerunner, 

we do not need to take extreme measures, but rather take small steps to prepare ourselves and 

others for Christ second coming. For instance, we can be imitators of God as St. Paul reminds us 

by doing small things like helping those in need or by being the doers of God’s message (cf. James 

1:22) by keeping the commandments or precepts of the church and submitting to God’s plan (cf 

Jer. 29:11). As St. Paul reminds us in today’s reading, we should try our best to live a “holy and 

saintly live”.  

          As a forerunner of the good news, let us prepare ourselves and others by words or deeds 

to receive the good news of the Lord and that he is coming to save us. Like John the Baptist, let 

us be a model of total witness to Christ. 
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